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Hello everyone! Here we are in Towline Number
12 looking forward to the prospects for the 2025
Season.

As | write we can see the Programme for the year
ahead is complete with booking opportunities now
available. A great deal of thought and effort has
been put into this programme with more than a few
new features which we hope will prove attractive

to our customers - see Cruise Timetable on back
cover!

2024 came to a close in reasonable order which
included two important birthday bookings - one for
me and the other for another Board member. Both
were excellent parties blessed with decent weather
and both were great examples of what Our Little
Steamer can offer while being stopped alongside
at Sutton Weaver. The Danny team know this to be
the case but it was very good to have confirmation
in such a great fashion. So how about your 21st
Birthday Party then?

We are once again in the middle of a packed
maintenance schedule, with our engineers
and deck crew busy. Incredibly, 2025 marks
ten years since the Danny went into Cammell
Laird for completion of the restoration work
started by the volunteers. It is a testament to
the commitment, energy and skill of the Danny
crew that we have reached this milestone,

and have become a beloved part of our local
communities, contributing to learning, wellbeing
and connection across generations, as set out
in our mission. This year, we are continuing to

Chairman’s Piece
Stuart Wood

The season closed in usual fashion with The Danny
attending the Steam Weekend in Joanne Higham's
car park at the Leigh Arms, Acton Bridge. Traction
engines of all sizes of course, but Danny is the star of
the show for sure. Well | would say that wouldn't 1?

And then time to put Danny to bed for the winter

in Liverpool Docks. A statutory visit to our friends
at Cammell Laird Shipyard was required, which
went really well with Regulation Inspections and

a good lick of paint making the call very good.
Danny'’s winter work schedule includes many jobs
which cannot be carried out when she is in service.
Winter weather can make those jobs a bit tough but
our great team of volunteers soldier on with their
customary energy, rough singing and rude jokes.

2025 and onwards will require lots of volunteer
time and effort. Please put the word out to friends,
neighbours and work colleagues about our amazing
project. And don't forget to tell them its fun!

A Message from our Director
Andrea Ward

do new things, with our first cross river trip on
the Mersey, and new partnerships with local
producers, not to mention the work being
created with young people as part of our
Maritime Heritage Maritime Futures programme.
We thank you for supporting us through all of
this, and we ask you to keep spreading the word,
and encourage people to visit, cruise with and
hire us, and to be part of ensuring the Danny
continues to bring joy to many generations to
come.

| hope all our members have had a good summer
and that some of you hopefully may have joined
us on some of our cruises. It was nice to meet
some of your who have made yourselves known
to me.

Please if you come on any of our cruises and see
me on the Merchandise Table on the Promenade
Deck make sure you introduce yourself, as it's
great putting a face to a name and having the
opportunity to meet you in person.

Thanks for all our members who have paid up
this year either by cheque or standing order.

It's very important to keep our payments coming
in because it is all helping our efforts to raise
money to keep our ‘Danny’ afloat. If you have
realised that you have forgotten to pay your
membership you can still send them in to me.
Remember every penny still counts for the Danny.

Membership

Sheila Leonard
Membership Secretary
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Report

Don't forget if you have changed any of your
details like address, emails or telephone numbers
to let me know. Especially if you change your
address - we don't want to lose contact with you.

If any of your friends would like to become a
member of the Preservation Society or would like
to join us as a volunteer, ask them to get in touch
with me and | will send them a joining form.

If you would like to purchase any memorabilia,
(please see the advert at the back of this issue),
we can send out via post - Remember, all
fundraising is helping to keep the Danny afloat.

Lastly, just a reminder of my change of email
address - | had a few blips with my Danny email
address so | had to use this new one...

sheilaeleonard60@outlook.com

Thank you.

Hire the Danny for your special event

Whether it's for a
corporate or private
event, we can offer a
memorable, elegant
and welcome setting for
your celebration whilst
we are moored at our
berths at Sutton Weaver
Swing Bridge or within
The Royal Albert Dock
in Liverpool.

See our Private Events
Brochure.
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ENGINEERING REPORT

Andy Dobbs Chief Engineer

The season ended on 3rd October, but we then spent 3 weeks in Cammel Lairds dry dock while
the external work on the hull was completed and the engine room valves below the water line

were removed and overhauled.

Once we arrived at Sandon we had to start

work in the boiler room on emptying the boiler
and removing all the firebars so that the Boiler
Inspector could access the inside of the boiler
and the furnace spaces for inspection. All the
feed inlet valves and some auxiliary valves were
removed and overhauled at the same time. This
was completed before Christmas and we are now
in the process of replacing everything so that we
can fill and fire up the boiler in March to complete
the pressure testing with the presence once again
of the boiler inspector and the MCA.

In the engine room the main job has been the
overhaul of the 2 reversing engines. These are of
more than a little historical interest as they are
original to the vessel in 1903 and identical to the
reversing engines fitted to the Titanic. Over the
course of the last 9 years of service the shafts
have become pitted and worn which has meant
that they have leaked steam and damper medium
and that has affected their efficiency. Although
the work involved several engineers working on
this over several weeks Graham Sherwood has
provided a brief explanation on what was done
and why.

The first picture shows one of the rods before
the rebuild and shows quite well the condition
pre refurb. The rod is clearly very pitted , so any
packing it passes through will be shredded and
hence leak. Also the rough areas which pass
through glands have about 40 thou of wear
compared to the original rod size.

This 'necking’ of the rod means the packing
cannot be adjusted properly - if adjusted to
the original rod diameter they will leak when
the necked area passes through a gland and
if adjusted to the necked diameter will caused

the rod to jam on the original diameter section.
We believe this effect is a contributor to the
unpredictability of the reversing engines in recent
years.

The solution. The refurbished rods were taken to
IRS Surface Technologies ( www.irsltd.co.uk ) in
Burscough. They ground the rods to a consistent
size, to remove the pitting , then flame coated with
a stainless steel compound to oversize and then
ground down back to original size. The second
picture shows one of the refurbished rods being
fitted.

The third picture shows the reassembled
reversing engine ready to be hoisted back on
board.

This was done with the use of a forklift truck
fitted with an extended arm to reach out over the
engine room hatch.

Further work in the engine room has been the
cleaning of the condenser tubes to clear any
debris sucked up with the river water used

for cooling the waste steam. The resultant
condensate can then be pumped back into the
boiler.

The port engine rocker arm assembly has been
overhauled to reduce the excessive clearance in
the main pivot pin. This was causing quite a bit of
noise when traveling with any speed.

The last main job is the machining of new guides
for the port engine low pressure Stevenson
linkage. This is the mechanism that changes the
timing of the engine so that it rotates in a different
direction. Driving the propeller shaft one way or
the other provides thrust to force the ship ahead
or astern. Excessive clearances means that the
linkage is slack and this means that the timing of
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Volunteers are the lifeblood of The Danny,
from the incredible work achieved by the
early pioneers involved in the rescue in 2004,
restoring the engines, the awarding of the
£3.8m HLF grant in 2015 and the transition to
a successful commercial operation.

Our volunteer team give our visitors a unique
experience when sailing or static, making The
Danny an iconic feature of the North West's
heritage to be enjoyed by all.

The journey from the beginning 21 years ago, has
often been challenging, but the resources, skills
and dedication offered by the volunteer crew in
all departments has surmounted all the vagaries
of restoring and operating a vessel over 122
years old, needing to comply with the regulations
applied to passenger carrying vessels in 2025.

Not only in the physical operation of the tug,

but all the tireless work in the shadows that is
required to organise funding, scheduling, events,
maintenance, bunkering, recruitment, training,
publicity, compliance etc, all of which are integral
elements of our success.

When making the transition in 2016 from an
engineering project to a fully functional and
operational vessel (which needed to comply

not only with the MCA regulations but also with
strict HLF conditions for our funding) it was clear
that additional volunteers would be required

to support the process. With Sally Dobbing as
volunteer manager a recruitment campaign was
started to attract new recruits which proved very
successful based on open days, stands at local
events, publicity in the local media etc, Courses
ranging from 1st Aid, customer focus, and food
hygiene were organised as well as on board
training in safety drills essential for the operation
of the vessel.

Volunteer

Overview
by Bob Cannell

Taking over from Sally in 2017 as volunteer
coordinator we developed what she had

started into the process we now use, issuing an
induction pack (volunteer handbook, code of
conduct, Danny history, safety information, roles)
followed by an onboard session with practical
demonstration of the safety drills. Once this has
been completed new volunteers are introduced
to the Head of Department in the area they wish
to be involved with, although there is no reason
why they can't volunteer for different roles. The
process follows that new crew are buddied up
with an experienced volunteer and go through

a training program to give them the knowledge
and confidence to carry out their duties safely
and be signed off as competent.

For engineering the process is to begin as
Trimmer working under the supervision of a
Fireman, with progression to Assistant Engineer,
Second Engineer eventually reaching the dizzy
heights of Chief Engineer.

For the deck department a similar process

is overseen by the Bosun, involving mooring,
ropework, gangway rigging, shore party and
safety drills. Helmsman training is carried out
under the supervision of one of our certified
Skippers.

Steward and Galley training is carried out by one
of our Chief Stewards looking at both the role
when sailing and also the vital tasks of managing
the vessel when static and when hosting private
and corporate events which are critical to our
revenue stream.

Of course, sailing and statics are not the only
events on The Danny, there is the constant
effort required to maintain the old girl, with both
engineering and deck work parties meeting two
days a week, both in season and during winter

layup to keep the Danny in working order and
looking her best. All volunteers are welcome to
get involved on these days,

Since relocating to the River Weaver as our
operational base we actively sought to recruit
volunteers from the local area, which despite
the setbacks of Covid lockdowns we have
successfully achieved. One of the rewarding
aspects of the Danny is to see new recruits
from non-marine backgrounds progress in their
chosen areas. We now have Chief Engineers,
Firemen, Deck Crew, Chief Stewards, Galley
team, all Cheshire based and from backgrounds
far removed from the sea. This of course is a
tribute to the dedication, good humour and often
patience of those passing their knowledge and
experience on to others.

Each volunteer brings their own unique skill set
and character to The Danny which makes it a
welcoming and pleasant experience for us all.

A good sense of humour is essential and brings
us together as a crew. Reports on social media
(Trip Advisor, Facebook etc.) invariably highlight
the crew’s attitude, helpfulness and willingness
to engage with visitors as a key part of the
experience whether sailing or static.

Our platform for rostering volunteer roles has
been the web based Timecounts since 2017

and underwent some changes last year. | have
managed the rostering since implementation but
will be stepping back this season passing the
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role to Miles Buckley. Miles is working with our
platform host to simplify the signing up process
and will do an excellent job | know. | am retaining
the volunteering coordinator role, looking after
new recruits, training and for the time being
rostering on the Skippers for cruising.

One of the big challenges for recruitment is
attracting younger volunteers, a fact shared by
many similar organisations to us. Traditionally
our volunteer base is drawn from the newly
retired demographic, but as retirement age is
slowly creeping ever upwards this pool may
well diminish. Cathriona Bourke our Learning
and Participation Manager works tirelessly with
colleges and other organisations to encourage
young people to become involved with The
Danny and this is an area for even more focus in
the future.

For many of us volunteering with The Danny has
become an essential part of our lives, rewarded
by keeping her safe for future generations, but
importantly making new friends, learning new
skills and passing our knowledge on to others.

There is never a dull moment on board and as
Chairman Stuart Wood always says...

““We are a dual fuel ship running on coal and
volunteers and the volunteers are the most
important!”

Happy volunteering
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Education Update

Cathriona Bourke
DAPS Learning and Participation Manager

Our Maritime Heritage Maritime Futures
programme is working towards an exciting
culmination in June 2025. The Danny started
this programme as a way of connecting young
people, initially in the Liverpool City Region, with
their significant maritime heritage, and with the
thriving maritime industry in the region today, and
the jobs for their future as the sector transitions to
an environmentally sustainable, net zero carbon
industry.

This year, students from Hugh Baird College,
Wirral Met College and North Liverpool Academy
have been working towards the Float your Boat
design challenge, competing to design the vessel
that can carry the cargo (10 X 10l containers)
across the basin at Ellesmere Port at the least
cost and the least environmental cost next June.

They have had fantastic support from industry
and heritage partners: Canal and River Trust,
Maersk, Svitzer, Cammell Laird, Maritime 2050,
BAE, KS Composites and of course The Danny
have given them a really good idea of the extent
of maritime innovation in the region in the past,
and the extent of innovation going on today (and
the solid careers to be forged within the sector)
as the industry works towards decarbonisation
and environmentally sustainable design and
operations.

In December, the young people presented their
vessel design ideas to the naval architecture
team at Cammell Laird, and got the green light
to build their vessels for the competition in June
at Ellesmere Port. The Danny will be sailing to
Ellesmere Port to be there for the event and

the celebrations, and to host young people and
VIPs on board. We hope for this event to show
the Danny as the connection between past and
future, that encourages young people to want to
protect their maritime heritage and get out and
grab those maritime careers, and equips them
with the knowledge and skills to start moving
towards those jobs, and have started a campaign
to get support from maritime, education and other
companies to support the programme going

forward Maritime Heritage Maritime Futures

As well as the young engineers designing
sustainable cargo vessels for the future, we

have young artists creating an exhibition, young
business students creating campaigns to promote
maritime - past and future- to a young audience,
and events managers of the future supporting the
organisation of the event.

We have had great feedback on the programme
from the National Historic Ships regional network,
where we presented in October, and also had
some great support from Maritime Heritage Trust

around potentially offering certificated training

for young people in heritage steam management,
and an offer of partnering with the beautiful steam
yacht Gondola, should a regional opportunity
arise. It is great the support and interest we have
had within the heritage community, not least from
the National Lottery Heritage Fund who featured
us in their 30-year celebrations, as one of their
standout successes.

Meanwhile, on the Weaver, we are planning on
building on the success of our family days with a
number of family cruises, activity days and events,
encouraging children and young people to work
with us to shape the programme.

Children always pick up on the story of how

the Danny was neglected and consigned to the
scrapyard, till she was rescued by volunteers

who wanted to help the Danny and each other.
With mental health and wellbeing as the theme
of the programme, we are also working with
Ukrainian children’s author Ira Bova, who has
written a gorgeous book about helping others and
accepting help, based on her family’s experience
of moving from Ukraine when war broke out. Her
book is dedicated to the people of Frodsham, and
the illustrations feature the Danny. We will work
with children in primary schools and with families
and are applying for Marshes Benefit Fund to
support this, and have support from school, teen
mental health education provision and Frodsham
councillors, so keep your fingers crossed that

the project is fully funded and we can run the full
programme we have in mind.

We have also applied for a small pot of funding to
work with young people in Ellesmere Port - one
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group of young people who are in a mainstream
provision youth club, and one in a youth club for
young people with learning disabilities. We have
all fingers crossed that funding comes through,
and the young people will get to explore the
Danny'’s story and host an event for friends and
family on board. We have seen that the Danny
can provide life-altering opportunities for young
people struggling to find their way and are really
pleased to be starting work in partnership with
the King's Trust. Our first young volunteer from
the Trust will be on board by the time of reading,
and we hope the first of many who benefit us, and
gain confidence and a sense of belonging from
the experience.

Finally, we are really proud to have been asked to
be part of the 100th anniversary of the Runcorn
Sea Cadets in 2025. We are just discussing the
exact format of the event, but we are delighted to
be working together with them.

Our presentation team are continuing to give talks
to social groups, clubs and societies across the
region and on board the Danny, and we are also
aiming to host folk clubs, choirs, family activity
days, and heritage partnership events on most

of the days when we are open to the public, so
please let us know if your band or community
group would be interested in getting involved.

We continue to become more deeply embedded
in our local communities, and the development
of a sense of ownership of the Danny is, we
hope, one of the forces that will help us secure
a sustainable future for our wonderful, living
connection to the maritime past.
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What is your Background?

| started in pharmaceutical sales and did this for
5 years. | then moved into orthopaedic trauma
implant sales and from there | enjoyed a career
in orthopaedics for 30 years including a 2 year
stint with my own sales agency business, before
retiring when | reached 60. Around this time |
spotted an advert for volunteers for the Danny.

| have always loved boats, having spent most of
my childhood on the canals. My parents bought
their first boat when | was 5, a Creighton 26
cabin cruiser. My dad then fitted out the next
boat, a 45ft narrowboat, followed by another
semi fit out of their final narrowboat. | spent
every weekend and holiday cruising the inland
waterways from the base in Nantwich and have
many happy memories. So it was probably a
foregone conclusion that joining the Danny
volunteer team was my next step now that | have
the time to dedicate to it. My application went in,
just before Covid hit, so | had a sort of induction
meeting via Zoom, but then everything came to
a stop. | decided to wait until I'd finally finished
work and got back in touch, and a proper on
board induction took place.

How did your hear about the Danny?
It was a Facebook advert looking for volunteers,
prior to seeing that | had never heard of her.

Why you became involved with the Danny?

| was looking for something to keep me active
and interested in retirement as | had always been
busy managing sales team, and in my last role

as the Country Manager for a Medical Device
company. | was always on the road, or on a train
or plane, so | needed something where | could

Tim Smith talks to Bob Cannell

still play an active part and be stimulated. | also
wanted to put something back into a fulfilling
endeavour, which now knowing the history and
the hard work of restoring her, | definitely get.

What did you think you would do / intended
to do?

Until | met Bob at the induction and learned
more of what was needed | hadn't a clue. |
knew definitely that | didn't have the skill set for
the engine room, and the boiler room is far too
hot for my liking, so it was definitely going to
be above decks! | suppose my career in sales
led naturally to dealing with visitors and cruise
guests.

How did you find joining the team?

The team is great, they make everyone feel
welcome, all are willing to share their knowledge
and experience, and very quickly they make

you feel part of the team. They make you want
to be involved as their enthusiasm rubs off on
you. Even though | have no engineering skills,

| do have an enquiring mind and like to know
how things work. | find that | can ask any of the
engineers questions and they are always very
willing to impart their knowledge. The deck crew
are also amazing, several having worked on the
Danny in her working days on the Ship Canal so
there is nothing they can't help or advise with.
There is great camaraderie on board and the
overall feeling is that everyone wants everyone,
crew or guests to have a great time on board.

How long have you been involved with the
Danny?
Just coming up to 2 years

What have your roles been?

So far | have been Deck Crew, Steward looking
after guests, galley, serving the all important
bacon and sausage baps, drinks etc., Chief
Steward, responsible for the crew and guest
safety and enjoyment, and this coming year will
be training for Helmsman. In addition to the set
roles which are primarily for cruises, | attend
regular work parties through the winter months
where roles can be anything that needs doing
to get the boat ready for the coming season.
Cleaning, painting, repairing, you name it, we do
it under the watchful eye of the Bosun.

What do you enjoy doing?

| thoroughly enjoy all of the roles already
mentioned, especially when cruising because
you learn such a lot from many of our guests
who have memories of the Danny working on the
Ship Canal, or some other stories. It always gives
me a great sense of pride when | can recount the
history of this wonderful Steam Tug and make
their visit worthwhile. It's always great to see

the disbelief on kids faces when you tell them
how old she is and they ask “what happens if

it breaks?” They don't believe you at first when
you tell them that one of the engineers will make
a new part and we'll fix it back on, obviously
these days most things just get thrown away and
replaced in their experience.

Most memorable moment?

This has to be my first cruise up the Manchester
Ship Canal. | remember a school trip many years
ago run by Co-Op travel which my dad also
came along on when the canal was obviously a

TOWLINE * PAGE 11

lot busier then than it is today. It is an amazing
feat of engineering and remarkably rural along
stretches, as well as still being able to see
reminders of its heyday. It's a very special feeling
to be onboard the Danny as she cruises these
waters again after such a long time away. It is
also a great opportunity to learn more about the
Ship Canal, and the Danny, from the crew who
worked on her in the past, as well as many of the
regular passengers who have fond memories

of living or working along its banks. There are
also some magnificent feats of engineering that
you can see from a very different and close up
perspective. The Ship Canal cruises are always
popular, and we usually have a full complement
of passengers on both journeys.
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Winter dry dock maintenance,
refurbishment, replacement &
regulation changes

Dan Cross, Marine Superintendant

As ever, the Winter and our “lay up” period is
extremely busy and as the vessel gets older and
regulations evolve, it can also be expensive.

Firstly, we have our legal inspection obligations
both with the MCA (Maritime & Coastguard
Agency) who are our inspection and certifying
authority for the Danny and who issue our
passenger license, without which we would
not be able to operate. Secondly we are also
obliged to have our boiler inspected annually
for insurance purposes and the MCA also take
a keen interest in the boiler, it's condition and
maintenance regime.

In terms of the boiler, this is covered in more
detail elsewhere but essentially there are

two elements to the inspection. Firstly, once
the “Black hand gang” have removed all the
remining water in the boiler all the fire bars and

furnace furniture are removed to improve access.

The fire tubes are swept, water spaces cleaned
and then once ready, with gauge glasses and
relief valves removed also for inspection, the
boiler will undergo a dry internal inspection by
our boiler inspector, Rob Haughton. The second
element to the annual inspection will be around

April when the boiler has been re-built and any
issues rectified and a fire has been lit. Rob will
then attend to witness the boiler in steam and
most importantly, will observe and if required, set
the relief valves. Only then will we be cleared to
operate once again.

In terms of the ship, it is now nearly nine years
since we re-entered service and serviceable and
non serviceable items are becoming life expired
such as life rafts and fire fighting equipment

to name a few. On top of this we are currently
subject to a 2-yearly dry dock inspection.
November saw a slot with another vessel
become available at Cammell Laird, Birkenhead
at fairly short notice.

Once confirmed, equipment was removed to
allow engineers to continue with refurbishment
and improvement works, tanks emptied and
equipment stored ashore. Towage was required
to get us to Birkenhead and as the boiler and
main engines were already stripped to a kit of
bits this is the norm.

Dry dock was entered on the 7th November and
we departed on the 30th November. We had far
longer than we required but, that's one of the

catches with sharing with another vessel. We
were delighted with the condition of the hull and
propellors and stern gear. The hull had no marks
or defects, the paint had stood up well to the
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Weaver mud and the anodes are approximately
mid life and as expected, will last another two
years. The hull was HP washed with primer
applied to bare steel, tie coat and then two coats
of anti-fouling were applied. Props were in great
condition and there was no wear showing on
the new bushes and glands. The MCA surveyor
attended and was very pleased with the vessels
overall condition.

There is also a large piece of work on going with
the MCA regarding Grandfather rights and we
need to apply for some exemptions to modern
regulations from April '25.

The regulations governing maritime safety

and operations are intricate and ever evolving.
Among these, the concept of “grandfather rights”
plays a significant role in the management and
regulation of Class V passenger vessels by the
Maritime Coastguard Agency. Grandfather rights,
also known as “grandfather clauses” or “saved
rights,’ pertain to the exemptions granted to
certain vessels from adhering to specific new
regulations, allowing them to continue operating
under the rules that were in place at the time of
their construction or certification.
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Around seven or eight new regulations kick

in this year and thankfully, following our re-

build in 2015/16 we are compliant with most

of these, including the need to fit bilge alarms,
bilge pumps, fire detection and various other
equipment and life saving gear. However, we

are applying for exemptions or, extensions to the
Grandfather rights on the requirement to fit all
life jackets with a light - this is achievable as we
are not licensed to carry passengers in the dark.
We are also applying for an exemption from the
requirement to have a fixed firefighting system in
the engine room, this being based on the fact we

have no internal combustion engine, no ail firing
and no oil powered equipment and our power is
<375KW. However, this is ongoing and the MCA
have a differing view. We already have a system
in the generator space. If we do have to comply
then a system in the Engine and boiler room will
have a considerable cost. We hope to have this
resolved in the next few weeks. Finally, there is
a requirement for all Class V vessels operating
on Category C waters (Tidal - the Mersey) and
carrying over 50 passengers to either comply
with survivability regulations in the case of a
collision or produce a suitable Risk Assessment

e
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The last of the London
Greek Trampships

Capt David McNamee

Newglade was built by Wm. Doxford at Sunderland
in 1944 to pre-war design known as a "Doxford
economy ship" Her main engine was a Doxford 3
cylinder opposed piston diesel engine which ran at
95 rpm. All other machinery both in the engine room
and on deck were steam driven, steam coming from
a Cochran exhaust gas boiler and two Scotch oil fired
boilers.

Launched as Brockleymoor for Moor Line Ltd (Walter
Runciman) on 20th June 1944, she entered service

on Saturday 4th November of that year for a series

of voyages which ended on 4th August 1946. In

1959 she was sold to Orders & Handford Steamship
Co. Ltd (Cory's of Cardiff) and renamed Restormel.
For some reason, on her purchase by Alexander
Tsavliris, Newglade was registered under the nominal
ownership of Waterloo Shipping Co. Ltd,, rather than
the usual London based Trafalgar Steamship Co. Ltd

| joined Newglade as 2nd mate at the beginning of
May 1968 in Ellesmere Port on the Manchester Ship
Canal, where she had just arrived after a five-month
long voyage from Coatzacoalcos with a cargo of
sulphur for Manchester and Avonmouth. As | looked
up at the rust streaked ship, black smoke coming
from the funnel and a lone Chinaman looking down
at me from the top of the gangway, | chuckled to
myself thinking “I wanted adventure and this could
be it" We discharged sufficient cargo to have a

draft of 26ft 6Ins for the canal passage to Irwell Park
wharf, where the rest of the Manchester cargo was
discharged. It took ten days to discharge, following
which we proceeded through Mode Wheel to swing
and then down the canal to Eastham where the
Mersey pilot and compass adjuster boarded. When
just west of the Bar lightship we swung the magnetic
compass, which was duly adjusted and calibrated,
then headed towards Lynas to disembark both the
pilot and compass adjuster. During the midnight

to 04.00 watch, the engine room phoned to say
there was a problem with the main engine and the
engine must be stopped. We drifted for over an hour
before again getting underway for Avonmouth, with
no further problems arising during the passage.

Following a further one week in port, discharge of the
cargo was completed. Sulphur wasn't a nice cargo as
the dust made your eyes smart and goggles had to
be worn. Small fires were a regular occurrence and
the quickest and most effective way of extinguishing
them was to suffocate the fire by dumping grab full of
sulphur on top.

Newglade then dry-docked at Avonmouth where
necessary engine repairs were carried out and

the Scotch boilers re-tubed. It transpired that the
previous 2nd mate had not made any corrections
to the several folios of Admiralty charts on board.
On mentioning this to the Captain new charts were
ordered for the next voyage, to Safi in southern
Morocco where we were fixed to load phosphate
for Bulgaria. As the ship did not have the luxury

of air conditioning, gentle zephyrs and calm seas
during the eight day-long passage to Safi made

it an enjoyable trip, especially being in one of the
last traditional tramp ships flying the Red Ensign.
We loaded 10,000 tons of phosphate in twenty-four
hours before proceeding to Bourgas with orders

to take bunkers in Pylos in southern Greece. As is
the tradition in British ships, the 2nd mate was the
official ship's navigator which gave me a great deal of
pleasure and satisfaction. There was no such thing
as GPS or any other electronic navigational systems
and positions fixing when out of sight of land was
by traditional means i.e. the sextant. | remember on
one occasion, when in sight of land off North Africa
after obtaining a position from radar, | checked with
my sextant and the difference with the two types
of position fixing was less than one mile!! | also
had responsibility for the maintenance of the gyro
compass and this particular gyro was giving serious
problems and eventually stopped working. As the
radio office had unsuccessfully tried to sort the
problem, | reverted to the magnetic compass.

After passing through the Straits of Gibraltar, en route
to Pylos, we made a brief stop in Malta to pick up
several drums of lubrication oil. After bunkers were
taken, we had a surprise visit from Mr Tsavliris to

tell us that due to severe congestion in Bourgas we

remain in Pylos for a week. The Captain said that we
could break watches so long as a gangway watch
was maintained by one of the Chinese crew. Pylos
lies in the sheltered waters of Navarino Bay where
the waters are crystal clear and it wasn't long before
| tested the water for a swim. The mornings were
spend updating Admiralty Lists of Lights, making
corrections to charts and checking anything else of a
navigation nature. The engineer officers and Chinese
engine room crew worked tirelessly in maintaining
the aged machinery which was again presenting
more problems. On a lighter note, Mr Tsavliris took
us ashore a couple of times for drinks and a meal,
which was very much appreciated, however the

food onboard was excellent and with the crew being
Chinese, the meals often had an oriental flavour.

On leaving Pylos, we sailed south east and then east,
heading for Cape Matapan, the southern most point
of mainland Greece. Our course took us into the
Aegean Sea towards the pilot station at Canakkale for
the thirty-eight miles through the Dardanelles Straits
before crossing the Sea of Marmara and into the
Bosphorus. | found sailing through this busy water,
connecting Asia with Europ, particularly fascinating.
As the distance from the Bosphorus to Bourgas was
only 160 miles, an overnight passage meant an early
morning arrival. As congestion was still a problem,
we lay at anchor for three weeks until a berth became
available. When we eventually berthed cargo work
soon got underway, working twenty-four hours a day.
On completion of discharge, the holds were swept
and washed. Although it was thought that another
cargo would soon be loaded, we received orders to
proceed in ballast for Piraeus. My next job, now as
Chief Officer was to take on sea water ballast but it
wasn't long before that became a problem. As the
double bottom tanks and wing tanks were leaking,
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| had to reduce the water level slightly so that free
surface in the tanks was acceptable. We had been in
Piraeus about one week when Mr Tsavliris visited the
ship to advise that the ship would lay up indefinitely,
the British officers would fly home and the Chinese
crew fly back to Hong Kong. | felt very saddened

but realised that Newglade had reached the end of
her seagoing career. The 2nd engineer, assisted by
two shoreside fireman, would remain onboard and
prepare to lay the ship up, maintaining steam from
one of the two boilers. | had been home for only

a few days when the Company informed me of a
terrible tragedy that happened onboard the ship. One
of the fireman had gone to flash up the boiler but
hadn't cleared the combustion chamber of flammable
gasses. Standing right in front of the fire hole, he
inserted the burning taper, resulting in a blow back
which set him on fire. His mate ran for the 2nd
engineer but when they got back to the boiler room
the fireman had died, and the boiler room and part

of the engine room were well alight. Unfortunately,
the 2nd engineer, whom | knew very well, and the
other fireman also died. Although a sad end to the
ship, the time | spent onboard the ship was extremely
enjoyable and | am proud to say that | sailed in one of

the last tramp ships flying the Red Ensign.

By the end of the 1960's the era of the traditional
British tramp ship “We will go wherever you please”
- was coming to an end and fewer London based
Greek companies were operating general cargo ships
under the British flag in the tramping trades. For
personal reasons, | was obliged to turn down an offer
from Mr Tsavliris to take up the position of 2nd mate
onboard the British flagged Newheath for a tour of
duty which was anticipated to last up to two years,
mainly trading to the Far East. This ship was taken
out of service at the end of 1970.
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My Volunteer Role with the Danny

Sheila Leonard

| thought our members might be interested in
reading about the many hats | wear whilst | am
volunteering for the Danny.

| started in 2014 by taking over the Membership
Secretary Role. | thought to myself, when |
decided to take over from our previous secretary,
John Broomby - 'well this would be a nice little
job to do when I retire! | retired from my day job

in 2018 and my role has just escalated from there.

| am still looking after all our members which | do
enjoy and try and keep in touch with you all.

| now also look after our Talks Team - five of our
volunteers, Bob, Les, Chris, Peter and Stuart who
go out to local groups telling them the story of
the Restoration of the Danny or the Building of
the Manchester Ship Canal. | start by trying to
acquire new talks by emailing lots of different
groups (U3A, History, Rotary etc.) offering our
talks and am pleased when | receive a response
from the Speaker Secretaries saying 'yes' they
would like to hear our talk. | am in constant touch
with the societies who we have booked, usually
by 2/3 emails confirming all the details and it
then goes on our calendar, and | must choose
which of our members of our team are available
to provide the talk.

| do try to keep them local to where our team

T—

members live but when we are in a radius of
about 50 miles it's sometimes a bit difficult.

| have been busy the last few months putting
our talks together for this year and am pleased
to say we have already got 25 new talks on

our calendar. | think our team are going to be
kept busy throughout the year and they do a
great job helping to raise funds for the upkeep
of the Danny and bringing our story to the
community. We also hope it encourages some
new bookings on our cruises throughout the
year. The Fundraising Team try to think of various
ways we can raise funds for the Danny and the
sales of Merchandise is one way we have been
benefitting through our cruises onboard the
boat and at various events we attend. | have
overseen purchasing of the merchandise for a
couple of years now and am always looking for
new items that | think the Danny supporters
would like to purchase as a memento of their
trips aboard her. We have a nice little selection
of souvenirs now selling with new ones coming
out all the time. Have a look at our sales page
and if you would like to buy anything, just give
me a call or email me and | can get them out in
the post if you don't live local... Our Guidebook at
only £5 has been our best seller for a couple of
years. Lastly, we take every opportunity and look
forward with the Fundraising Team (which I'm
part of) to visit all local events where we can tell
the story of the Danny and sell our merchandise
at the same time. We attend heritage events and
heritage open days around and about the North
West. These are usually very interesting, and we
enjoy going out and about meeting people and
hopefully encouraging new volunteers, telling
them about our forthcoming cruises and all
about the Danny generally.

The next event we are looking forward to, is

the Wirral Heritage Show at Hulme Hall, Port
Sunlight on 22 March and is an excellent day out
- please come and visit us if you are in the area.

TOWLINE - PAGE 19

DAPS Presenting Team

To all our members near and far. Do you belong to
a group (U3A, History, Probus. Rotary Club or any
Community Clubs etc) who would be interested in
having a talk by our excellent team of presenters?
We can still do talks by Zoom for groups up and

down the country.

Join us for an interesting talk about the Restoration
of the Danny or the Building of the Manchester Ship

Canal.

Our talks via Powerpoint are enjoyed all over the
North West. Our volunteer team of presenters
can come to your Venue to meet your group and

give either of our interesting talks within
approximately a 50-mile radius.

Join our DAPS 100 Club

Our 100 Club is a great way of raising much-
needed funds for The Danny with a chance to win
a cash prize of up to £100 every month! There

is a subscription of £10 per month payable by
standing order and each member of the Club

is allocated a number between 1and 100. On

the 28th of each month a number is drawn by a
computer-driven random number generator and
the member whose number is drawn wins a cash

prize of 10% of the pool for that month up to a
maximum of £100 paid into your bank.

Under Gaming Rules, the 100 Club is only open
to members of the original DAPS membership
scheme or the current Supporters Scheme.
Please email Sheila Leonard, our membership
secretary, at sheilaeleonard60@outlook.com to
sign up.
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An inspection visit from
National Historic Ships

A report by National Historic Ships UK

Our Field Officer Peter Green has been in
Cheshire and Liverpool on Februray 19th, visiting
three historic tugs as part of our Registers
Review.

Following on from the first part of the Review,
in which we reassessed all 150+ lifeboats on
the Registers, we are now in the final stages of
the second part, with our Tugs report due to be
published in the Spring.

First, Peter visited the 1912 motor tug
WORCESTER, now preserved in operational
condition at the National Waterways Museum
in Ellesmere Port. She is being well looked after,
and the Canal & River Trust are hoping to get
her rare Bolinder engine running again for this
season.

Next, Peter made the journey to Liverpool to see
the 1903 National Historic Fleet steam tug Daniel
Adamson and 1912 National Historic Fleet steam
tug Kerne.

‘The Danny' is currently undergoing some winter
maintenance, and is already looking great, ready
for her new season’s cruising programme, which
begins on 2nd May.

Kerne is looking immaculate, and the team are
hoping to undergo dry docking in April for a
hull inspection. They are also looking for new
members of their Friends group, so if you live in
the area, why not get in touch or pop in to say
hello.

Read more about our Registers Review
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Manchester
Ship Canal
History Quiz

Daniel Adamson the father of the final
successful MSC scheme held a pivotal
meeting at his home with 55 influential
industrialists of the Northwest in Didsbury
on 27th June 1882. What was his house
called?

Who was appointed as Chief Overseeing
Engineer for the MSC project?

The canal was partially filled in 1891.

What was the name of the wharves at

the Weaver junction which were built but
closed in 1894 when the canal fully opened

Queen Victoria officially opened the canal
on 21st May 1894, but what date saw the
first commercial vessels sail up the canal
to Manchester?

What was the first cargo carrying vessel to
dock at Manchester?

What is the official end of navigation on the
canal at the Manchester end?

From Stanlow to Manchester in its full
operational days what was the nominal
dredged depth of the canal?

How many swing bridges are on the canal
from Eastham to Pomona? (Excluding
those lift bridges etc built after the 1990s at
Salford Quays).

Excluding the Mersey Gateway, what is the
only toll bridge across the canal?

There was a major incident on the canal
when a Manchester Liners ship hit the
bottom lock gates at Irlam, causing the
canal to be closed upsteam of Latchford
for 6 weeks. Can you give the date and the
name of the ship involved?

In 1961 a film of a play by Shelagh Delaney
starring Rita Tushingham and Dora Bryan
has some scenes set on Trafford Wharf at
Manchester. Can you name the film?

What is the maximum air draught of ships
transiting the fixed bridges of the canal?

At the head of No 9 Dock in Manchester
was the 40,000-ton grain silo. No 2. In the
1980s after the closure of the dock system
it defied several attempts to demolish it.
Who was the man successful in achieving
the demolition?

And finally an old chestnut, which were
the largest ship(s) to transit the full length
of the canal? Looking for length and beam
here as many ships were not fully laden
during transit due to the restricted depth
of the canal. The locks above Eastham are
600’ x 65'so some were a tight squeeze! A
few different answers can be found on this
one, but you get a point for any one of the
favourites.
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Waterway Charities
to Promote Heritage
Projects Together

By Les Green

\

Two of the North West's leading waterway
charities, The Daniel Adamson Preservation
Society (DAPS) and the Shropshire Union Canal
Society (SUCS) are to share resources with

a 45 minute presentation about the historical
waterway links between the Midlands, Wales
and Liverpool that were created in the C19th and
early C20th. These were completed firstly by the
building of Thomas Telford's Shropshire Union
Canal in the early C19th and then the “Daniel
Adamson (the” Danny") in 1903 for the cross
Mersey transhipments trade.

The plan is to publicize the work done by the
volunteer workforces protecting and saving two
of the most historic industrial heritage assets by
visiting educational and learning organisations
such as historical societies, Rotary, W.I. etc with a
power point presentation delivered by an expert
volunteer.

The first presentation titled “Midlands and Wales
to the Mersey” was launched at the Chester
Lecture Society on 20th February and covered
the history of the canals and the Danny, the
industries that the canal supported and the
restoration of the Montgomery Canal and the
“Danny”

The organisation at the “Danny” has 6 presenters

managed by an experienced administrator

with two existing talks and in the last 8

years has delivered over 200 presentations
throughout Lancashire, Cheshire and the major
conurbations. SUCS are now planning to recruit
presenters to cover the area at the southern end
of the canal in Shropshire Staffordshre on the
Midland conurbations.

SUCS are now planning to recruit presenters to
cover the area at the southern end of the canal
in Shropshire, Staffordshire and the Midland
conurbations.

The steam ship “Danny” was built as a tug tender
to tow over 10 loaded barges on the turbulent
waters of the Mersey estuary where the narrow
boats of the canal could not venture whilst at

the same time carrying up to 100 passengers.
She was sold to the Manchester Ship Canal in
1922 and remained in service until 1984. She was
restored between 2004 and 2016

The Shropshire Union Canal came into being in
the 1840’s with individual canal mergers and now
runs from near Wolverhampton to Ellesmere Port
with branches into Wales via the Llangollen and
Montgomery Canal. The SUCS volunteers are
actively involved in restoring the Montgomery
Canal.

David Carter. Chairman Shropshire Union
Canal Society said "It is amazing to realise
that the Shropshire Union Railway and Canal
Company which ceased to exist in 1922 owned
both these incredible historical artefacts. There
have been close links for a few years with
people volunteering for both organisations and
with similar objectives it was logical that this
development should take place”




MYSTERY SHIP PICTURE QUIZ QUESTION
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EAGUENAY 1

ANSWER
WE ASKED:

ANSWER:

WINNER:

Manchester Ship Canal History Quiz

The Towers 13 Derek "Blaster” Bates, working with O'Connor
Edward Leader Williams Demolition

Saltport
Ist January 1894 Reliance/Stronghold etc.

SS Pioneer of the Cooperative Wholesale Society Manchester Courage/Challenge/Concorde/Crusade:
Woden Street foot Bridge Length: 529.9ft Beam: 63.8ft Draught: 272ft

28ft Carchester:

9 - Old Quay, Moore Lane, Warrington x 3, Barton Road Length: 5TL5ft Beam: 635ft Draught: 26.5ft

and Aqueduct, Trafford Road, Trafford Railway bridges Serbistan:
9 Warburton Length: 503.4ft Beam: 63.8ft Draught: 275ft

Argylishire:
10 16th March 1969. Manchester Courage Length: 5259ft Beam: 613ft Draught: 275ft
11 A Taste of Honey

Pacific Northwest /Reliance/Stronghold:

O NG A WON=

12 71ft inches Length: 501.2ft Beam: 634ft Draught: 29,5ft

14 Manchester Courage/Challenge/Concorde/Crusade
Carchester, Serbistan, Argyllshire, Pacific Northwest /

A SAMPLE OF OUR™
COLLECTABLES

Support our fundraising efforts and purchase
some of our merchandise to keep The Danny
in steam!

All can be purchased from The Danny Galley
or email: Sheilaeleonard60®@outlook.com or
call 01928 576967

Picture Keyrings
£3 each

Mugs £6 each Postcards

£2.50
setof Sor
60p each

Celebrating
120 Years

Guide Books

Official Souvenir
£5 each

{ “ &(‘\ Teddy Keyrings
P omy. E5each

)i
|

Leather Bookmarks

£3 each

Signed £20 each
Unsigned £15 each



2025 CRUISES

Timetable for our 2025 cruises in
Cheshire and Merseyside.

FRI2 CROSSRIVERJOB ()

Liverpool & Birkenhead Docks & River Cruise 1200-1700 £120
SAT3 THE CHESHIRE SHEAF { )

Birkenhead Docks- Sutton Weaver Swing Bridge 1300-1800 £120
SUN4 Sutton Weaver Swing Bridge - Acton Bridge |  1100-1330  £50
SUN 4 Acton Bridge - Sutton Weaver Swing Bridge O 1430-1700 £50
MON5 FAMILY CRUISE

Sutton Weaver Swing Bridge - Marsh Lock -

Sutton Weaver Swing Bridge 1200-1300 £5-10
MON5 Sutton Weaver Bridge - Anderton Boat Lift 1400-1800  £55
FRI16 MEET THE BREWER Anderton Boat Lift -

Acton Bridge - Anderton Boat Lift 1200-1530 £40
SAT17 MUSIC CRUISE | }

Anderton Boat Lift - Acton Bridge -

Anderton Boat Lift 1300-1630  £45
SUN 18 FISH & CHIP CRUISE

Anderton Boat Lift - Sutton Weaver

Swing Bridge via Marsh Lock 1330-1900 £65
FRI30 Sutton Weaver Bridge - Anderton Boat Lift 1200-1600  £55
SAT 31 FISH & CHIP CRUISE

Anderton Boat Lift - National

Waterways Museum, Ellesmere Port 1230-1900 £85
June
SUN1 National Waterways Museum, Ellesmere

Port - Canning Dock, Liverpool with River Cruise 1100-1600 £90
TUE10 Canning Dock, Liverpool - National Waterways

Museum, Ellesmere Port with River Cruise 1030-1530 £90
SAT 14 National Waterways Museum,

Ellesmere Port - Mode Wheel Lock, Salford 1100-1700  £90
SUN 15 Mode Wheel Lock, Salford -

Sutton Weaver Swing Bridge 1100-1700  £90
WED 25 MEET THE BREWER Sutton Weaver Bridge -

Anderton Boat Lift 1200-1600  £55
THU 26 Anderton Boat Lift - National Waterways

Museum, Ellesmere Port 1100-1700 £80
SAT 28 FISH & CHIP CRUISE

Acton Bridge - Sutton Weaver Bridge via Marsh 1400-1800 £60
July
FRI4  Sutton Weaver Swing Bridge - Anderton Boat Lift ~ 1200-1600  £55
SAT5 Anderton Boat Lift - Acton Bridge - D

Anderton Boat Lift 100-1430  £40
SUN 6 MUSIC CRUISE Anderton Boat Lift -

Sutton Weaver Bridge 1200-1600  £55
SUN 6 FAMILY CRUISE Sutton Weaver Swing Bridge -

Marsh Lock - Sutton Weaver Swing Bridge 1700-1800 £5-10
FRI18 MEET THE BREWER Sutton Weaver Swing Bridge-

Anderton Boat Lift 1200-1600  £55
SAT19 FISH & CHIP CRUISE Anderton Boat Lift -

National Waterways Museum, Ellesmere Port 1230-1900 £85
SUN 20 National Waterways Museum, Ellesmere

Port - Latchford - Sutton Weaver Swing Bridge 1100-1700  £85

For Gift Vouchers
and Bookings visit

www.thedanny.co.uk

August
SUN 10 Canning Dock, Liverpool - Sutton Weaver

Swing Bridge 1200-1800 £100
MON 11 MEET THE BREWER Sutton Weaver Swing

Bridge - Acton Bridge 1100-1330  £50
MON 11 MEET THE BREWER Acton Bridge - Sutton

Weaver Swing Bridge 1400-1630 £50
MON 11 FAMILY CRUISE Sutton Weaver Swing Bridge -

Marsh Lock - Sutton Weaver Swing Bridge 1730-1830 £5-10
FRI29 Sutton Weaver Swing Bridge- Anderton Boat Lift  1200-1600  £55
SAT 30 Anderton Boat Lift - Acton Bridge -

Anderton Boat Lift 1100-1430  £40
SAT 30 MUSIC CRUISE Anderton Boat Lift - Acton

Bridge - Anderton Boat Lift 1530-1900  £45
SUN 31 Anderton Boat Lift - Sutton Weaver Bridge 1200-1600  £55
SUN 31 FAMILY CRUISE Sutton Weaver Swing

Bridge - Marsh Lock - Sutton Weaver Bridge 1700-1800 £5-10
September
FRI12 Sutton Weaver Bridge - Anderton Boat Lift 1200-1600  £55
SAT13 MUSIC CRUISE { )

Anderton Boat Lift - Sutton Weaver Bridge 1200-1600 £60
SUN 14 Sutton Weaver Swing Bridge -

Canning Dock, Liverpool 1030-1600 £100
October
SAT4 LITTLE LEIGH STEAM PARTY { )

Canning Dock, Liverpool - Acton Bridge 930-1700 £120
SUN5 Acton Bridge - Sutton Weaver Swing Bridge 1300-1530  £50
SUN5 FAMILY CRUISE Sutton Weaver Swing Bridge -

Marsh Lock - Sutton Weaver Swing Bridge 1630-1730 £5-10
SAT 18 MEET THE BREWER Sutton Weaver Bridge-

Anderton Boat Lift 1200-1600  £55
SUN 19 Anderton Boat Lift - National Waterways

Museum, Ellesmere Port 1100-1700  £80
MON 20 FINALE CRUISE { }

National Waterways Museum, Ellesmere Port -

Sandon Half Tide, Liverpool 1100-1600 £90

() REAL ALE ON DRAUGHT



